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CHILD DEATH REVIEW COMMITTEE — IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Motion 
Resumed from 16 September on the following motion moved by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the Opposition) — 

That this house notes the recommendations of the “Group Analysis of Aboriginal Child Death Review 
Cases in which Chronic Neglect is Present” report of the Child Death Review Committee and calls on 
the Minister for Child Protection to provide quarterly reports to the house on the implementation of 
those recommendations. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [4.12 pm]: I promise not to go 
over old ground too much, but I will briefly remind members of what I said last week.  

In June 2008 the Child Death Review Committee released its report entitled “Group Analysis of Aboriginal 
Child Death Review Cases in which Chronic Neglect is Present”, which reviewed the deaths of children known 
to the department which had occurred in the period 2003 to 2007, during part of which Hon Sue Ellery was the 
responsible minister. This report provides crucial information about the context in which neglect occurs, and, as I 
stated last week, the department did not have any statistics on the incidence of neglect or what constituted it 
when Hon Sue Ellery was the minister. The information known amounted to eight lines on a page.  

The cause of the deaths of the children referred to in the report included co-sleeping in 45 per cent of cases, 
which is alarming; drowning in 14 per cent of cases; vehicle accidents in 14 per cent of cases; and, unlawful 
killings, or homicides, in nine per cent of cases. Until the Liberal-National government came to power, well over 
400 children had died whilst known to the department, although not all through neglect. 

It is concerning that Aboriginal children are overrepresented in the number of child deaths. The last child death 
review report states that not only are they overrepresented within the child protection system, with 44 per cent of 
Aboriginal children in care, but in the data on the deaths of children in which a review was recommended 
warranted, 52 per cent of the 58 children who died and were known to the department were Aboriginal children. 
This was from 2003 to 2007, during the Labor reign. I was reminded today that in those dark days, probably 
before 2007, I called for a royal commission into the department. I did not do it lightly, and I had two thick files 
of press clippings denigrating the management and detailing the mismanagement of the department. It was 
absolutely appalling. The Ford review came out of that and it implemented good reforms that continue to this 
day. Of the 30 cases in which a review was recommended warranted, 24—or 80 per cent—of these cases were 
Aboriginal children. Considering Aboriginal children represent approximately five per cent of the population of 
children aged zero to 17 years old in Western Australia, and they made up 29 per cent of the department’s clients 
in those days, Aboriginal children accounted for a very high proportion of cases, which concerned the 
committee. What is more alarming is that of the 30 cases recommended for review, 16—or 53 per cent—were 
infants aged six months and younger. 

In considering the data on the ages of the children known to the department who died, 52 per cent of the 
25 deaths of children aged six months and younger involved co-sleeping; nine of these 13 deaths were 
Aboriginal children. Of the 16 deaths of children aged six months and younger which warranted review, 
50 per cent involved co-sleeping, and six of these children were Aboriginal.  

In the cases of the eight children for whom a review was recommended and warranted, they were co-sleeping 
with the mother in three cases; both parents in two cases; both parents and a sibling in one case; the mother and 
another sibling in one case; and, the father and a number of siblings in another case. These cases demonstrate a 
pattern of potentially unsafe sleeping, or multiple sleeping arrangements that has been noted in all of the 
committee’s reviews since 2003. Co-sleeping happens in situations when families do not have enough beds or 
live in overcrowded accommodation. 

Hon Alison Xamon: My understanding is that in all of those cases there was some sort of substance abuse 
involved as well. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes, just under 80 per cent of those cases are related to drug and alcohol abuse 
and/or domestic violence. They are very high statistics and they have been constant for many years. Since the 
tabling of the annual reports of the committee, we can see an established, ongoing pattern. This was during the 
bad Labor years. 

Of the 14 children who were the subject of completed case reviews in 2007-08, 10 were male and four were 
female. Four were less than six months old; two were aged 12 months to two years; one was aged two years to 
three years; and seven were aged 11 years or older. Of the 68 reviewed, 25 were under six months of age, and 
50 of the 68 were under five years of age. That period between zero to five years old is critical for Aboriginal 
children. The picture is not all doom and gloom, but they were the statistics from 2003 to 2007.  
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Returning to what Hon Philip Gardiner was saying yesterday about parenting programs, I thought I would pull 
out the responsible parenting services document. This is the department’s commitment to providing responsible 
parenting services, comprising the Best Beginnings and Parent Support programs. They are directed at 
vulnerable families with children aged between zero to two years of age, and children up to 15 years old 
respectively. The programs are best practice and include a home visiting service. I certainly acknowledge that 
the old homemaker scheme, a very old-fashioned name, had its place and it still has its place. These programs 
are absolutely crucial in the early years of a child’s development.  

The Best Beginnings program provides support, advice, information, connections and practical help to at-risk 
parents of children aged up to two years. The aim of that program is to improve the child’s health and wellbeing 
outcomes, parent and family functioning and social support networks. Home visiting sessions are structured to 
cover matters such as child development, which we now all know is so important, child safety, practical 
parenting, attachment, preventing SIDS and maternal depression. The home visiting sessions on the prevention 
of SIDS are very important, because it also teaches mothers that they cannot co-sleep with their child when they 
are intoxicated. I think a lot of mums sleep with their babies. I have said previously that I used to sleep with my 
babies, but I was never intoxicated.  

The Best Beginnings program is a joint initiative between the Department of Health and the Department for 
Child Protection. It was a pilot program in 2000 and since then it has grown from two pilots to 10 service sites 
across metropolitan and regional Western Australia. It is my hope that at some time down the track I can speak 
to the Leader of the National Party, Brendon Grylls, to ascertain whether some of the royalties for regions funds 
can be allocated to the Responsible Parenting initiative and sites for the Best Beginnings program.  

Best Beginnings is a very practical program at the grassroots level. The success of the program is the result of 
the collaborative efforts of the staff from both departments. The partnership recognises a shared commitment to 
early intervention, shared objectives for the target group and benefits of cooperative service provision. Certainly 
as an early intervention tool it could be used throughout Western Australia. The Department for Child Protection 
provides program funding and administrative support, while the Department of Health contributes child health 
nurse resources and support for the independent program evaluation. It is such a good program; it links the child 
health nurses to the Department for Child Protection. For some time I have had a policy that has a leaning 
towards that. I have it ready to discuss with the Minister for Health. If we can get at-risk children under the care 
of child health nurses with departmental monitoring, those children, including Aboriginal children, between zero 
to five will have more of a chance.  

I would like the Best Beginnings program to deal with not only children aged from zero to two, but also from 
two to five. The federal government is moving in that direction. It is looking at establishing Indigenous hubs in 
the north west for multipurpose or integrated usage by Aboriginal children. That is the way to go for the future. I 
support the use of federal government money in this way. Such a program would come under the education 
model.  

Another very good program is Parent Support, which empowers parents to establish effective and positive 
parenting practices. It is a developed intervention model to meet the needs of parents of children up to 15 years 
of age who are struggling with poor behaviour. It is also for the hard-to-reach parents; that is, parents with 
physical or mental health issues or those reluctant to engage with a support service. Some parents, because of 
their fear of the old department, are reluctant to engage support services because they fear their children might be 
taken from them. That applies more in Aboriginal communities. The level of fear is breaking down. Aboriginal 
women are now the eyes and ears of the community, and I refer to Aboriginal health nurses and Aboriginal 
homemakers. We are moving in the right direction.  

Parent Support is one of the key programs operated by the department under service area 3. It supports individual 
families at risk by preventing children entering the care system. That is the stopgap.  

The benefit of the Parent Support program to the parenting role has been pleasing. A survey indicates that 85 per 
cent of parents agree that Parent Support has helped them develop useful parenting skills. It does work. Eighty-
five per cent of parents felt that there had been an improvement in their confidence as a parent. Sometimes all 
they need is the confidence to know that they are doing the right thing. It does not matter whether a parent is 
highly educated or not well educated, every parent wants to know whether they are doing the right thing by their 
child. I know that many parents have an addiction and, therefore, a lot more children are coming into care. 
However, I also know that that does not mean the parents do not care about their children; it is the result of their 
addiction. Seventy-five per cent of parents believed that how they communicate with their child had improved 
and 74 per cent saw an improvement in their relationship with their child.  

The result pertaining to perceptions relating to the socialisation of children, school attendance and level of 
antisocial behaviour was that 70 per cent of parents believed that since they had been involved in the program 
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their child’s behaviour had improved. Many commented specifically on their child’s improved communication, 
cooperation and school attendance. Fifty-five per cent of the parents surveyed saw an improvement in the 
relationship between their child and teachers, other adults, uncles, aunts and neighbours. Forty-five per cent 
noted an improvement in the relationship between their child and other siblings.  

Both the Best Beginnings and Parent Support programs are evidence based and are highly successful programs. 
Both programs use the across government approach which is needed to address housing, health, social 
disadvantage, alcohol and other drug abuse issues which can place children at a greater risk of experiencing 
neglect. I am a great believer that it is an issue to be dealt with across government and not just by the Department 
for Child Protection. The usual response about who to contact when there is a juvenile justice issue or education 
issue is to go to Child Protection. Everything is lumped into Child Protection. That cannot be the case in the 
future. It must be a whole-of-government collaborative approach.  

Best Beginnings has opened two new services, one in Cannington and the other in Kwinana, and that will 
complete the service provision across the metropolitan area. It has also delivered in the goldfields and the Great 
Southern and is planned to commence in the east Kimberley in early 2009. If I did have access to more money, I 
would roll it out in every DCP district across the state. That is where the royalties for regions fund comes in and, 
as I said, I will talk to the Nationals about it.  

We really need the Best Beginnings program in the west Kimberley, Murchison, Pilbara, Peel, wheatbelt and the 
south west. It would really make a difference.  

The Parent Support program is available in all eight metropolitan districts of the department and in the regions of 
Peel and east Kimberley, and it will commence in the west Kimberley in December 2009.  

There are some really good programs in the community for our children who are at risk. Parenting WA, which 
operates out of the Department for Communities, comprises statewide and locally based services for parents and 
carers and those who support them. Anyone around the state can write in or phone in and they will be provided 
with the relevant resources. Parenting WA has counsellors on staff who can talk to parents who are having 
trouble with their children up to age 18. It is a statewide service and is located in Mt Lawley. It provides the base 
for the Parenting WA line, the Parenting WA Library, the Best Start program and Parenting WA support staff 
and children services officers. The centre offers individual parenting programs and staff are available to offer 
information, seminars and parenting programs on request. The Parenting WA coordinators work in specific 
regions with parents and carers with children aged from zero to 18 years, and use a variety of modes of delivery 
and settings to meet the needs within their communities. The Parenting WA home visiting service is another 
home visiting service that focuses on parents and carers with children from zero to six years of age. 

I will mention foetal alcohol spectrum disorder. I will be launching a book on this subject very soon. We are 
very lucky to have in the Department for Communities an Aboriginal lady called June Councillor, who has done 
a lot of research on foetal alcohol spectrum disorder. She has just won a Churchill Fellowship to go to America 
to study this disorder and to bring back what she learns. The book should be launched some time in October, 
which is coming up soon. 

I have talked about the Best Start program and the Early Years program. I have launched the first of a series of 
forums on integrated services as a framework for family and children’s services. There was a discussion paper to 
continue to develop the dialogue. The paper aimed to support the development of a shared definition and 
understanding of integrated service delivery, and it sought the views of the community. That is ongoing. 

Last month I was in Halls Creek, which is one of the government’s positives. There has been much improvement 
in Halls Creek since the alcohol restrictions were introduced. When I was up there in August, I asked for the 
latest arrest sheet information. Arrests per week prior to the restrictions were 32, and after the restrictions they 
were 17. The charges were 51 per cent prior to the restrictions, and now they are 25 per cent. The breakdown 
was as follows. For domestic violence, it was 4.5 per cent, and now it is 1.9 per cent. Non-domestic-violence 
assaults were 1.3 per cent, and they are down to 0.7 per cent. I do not quite know how that is worked out. Drink-
driving was 5.1 per cent, and now it is down to 1.8 per cent. Antisocial behaviour was 12.4 per cent, and now it 
is 8.5 per cent. The average number of reported offences was 11.9 prior to the restrictions, and it is now seven. 
The average number of tasking jobs attended per week used to be 40, and now it is 18. That is a significant 
reduction. 

The liquor bans in Halls Creek came into force on 11 May. The increased demand for detoxification and 
counselling services is ongoing. However, the Drug and Alcohol Office was coordinating the development of an 
alcohol management plan for Halls Creek, which included elements of prevention, treatment and counselling, 
policing enforcement and community action, so it is a whole-of-government response. In the immediate term, to 
ensure that an effective response was available following the introduction of new alcohol restrictions, the 
Kimberley Community Drug Service Team and DAO identified two additional alcohol and drug workers to 
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supplement the resources in Halls Creek for three months or longer, if required. Those workers have been there 
since the first week of June. 

State government services in Halls Creek currently include the recently upgraded local hospital, which has the 
ability to provide detoxification if required. There is a five-night-a-week sobering-up centre. There is part 
funding of a clinical services coordinator based in the Jungarni-Jutiya Alcohol Centre. There is access to the east 
Kimberley Ngnowar Aerwah 7 Mile Residential Rehabilitation Centre in Wyndham, which is currently 
increasing its bed capacity. Ten units for singles and three units for couples are now open, and there are three 
family units, two of which were opened in mid-June and the third of which was opened at the end of June. That 
will improve the bed capacity for Halls Creek clients. 

There are seven Department for Child Protection staff in Halls Creek. There is one team leader, two senior field 
officers, one senior officer care services, two field officers, and one admin officer. There are currently two 
unfilled field officer positions. The acting assistant police commissioner in the Kimberley district was aware of 
the proposed liquor restrictions in Halls Creek at the time, and guaranteed sufficient police resources; and, of 
course, there are sufficient police resources. As I mentioned a little while ago, the arrest sheet information shows 
that everything has gone down by a half, or nearly a half. 

The commonwealth government also funds two alcohol and drug clinical positions and a co-morbidity 
coordinator at Jungarni-Jutiya. Only one of those positions is currently filled. The shortage of housing in Halls 
Creek and generally in the Kimberley area has certainly prevented more staff being employed in that area. 
However, that seems to be underway now. There are two counsellor positions based in Kununurra, which 
provide fortnightly outreach into Halls Creek. Those positions are in the process of being filled. 

Just as a matter of interest, in Oombulgurri there was a complete alcohol ban from 7 November 2008. There is a 
complete alcohol ban in Wangkatjungka, and there has been such a ban in Jigalong since 1 May. The Halls 
Creek ban on certain packaged alcohol commenced on 18 May, and in Fitzroy Crossing it commenced on 
2 October 2007. In Noonkanbah the complete ban commenced on 25 July. In Bow River the complete ban also 
commenced on 25 July. In recent years various restrictions have been placed on liquor sales in Wiluna, 
Nullagine, Newman, Mt Magnet, Meekatharra, Port Hedland and Derby. There has also been a section 64 
Kimberley-wide ban on wine and spirit containers of more than one litre and on beer containers. All this supports 
there being a nice community for people to live in. 

As a result of parenting activities and parent engagement in Halls Creek, there certainly have been positive 
outcomes for the young children. With health issues, there has been weight gain and general health 
improvements, and significant improvements have been noted in parental wellbeing. DCP Parent Support is also 
providing a Cook-Up Healthy Tucker program for the parents and children, and the Parent Support team is 
working collaboratively with community health services, the alcohol centre and the family support worker to 
facilitate a number of playgroups. In addition, St John of God has been offered space within the community 
facility that DCP Parent Support shares with SHAP, the supported housing assistance program. For the worker 
who is employed in Halls Creek, Parent Support has been looking at opportunities for collaboration. These 
people work with referrals from the school regarding non-school attendance. Within this work, parents are 
assisted to establish boundaries and implement consequences in relation to their children’s behaviour.  

In response to police referrals—that is, referrals that involve young children with issues of antisocial behaviour 
and non-school attendance—a number of young people and their families have been assisted to attend boarding 
school. Three girls, aged 12 to 14 years, commenced at colleges in term 3, and a further two students have been 
accepted to commence in term 4.  

There certainly have not been any forced responsible parenting orders. I made a ministerial statement in relation 
to that matter. We prefer to work with parents voluntarily. There is a system in place for the court orders to take 
place when necessary.  

Mandatory reporting commenced on 1 January 2009. It is interesting that from 1 January 2009 to 31 August 
2009, there were nine mandatory reports made regarding 13 children in the Halls Creek area, and five non-
mandatory reports made regarding seven children. It is working. I am telling members about the positives. We 
only ever hear about the negatives up north with the Aboriginal children. I want to tell members about the 
positives that the Department for Child Protection is actually doing along with other departments.  

Anecdotally, the alcohol restrictions have made the town visibly cleaner and quieter. The alcohol restrictions 
have benefited the children and families in Halls Creek. I visited Halls Creek when I first became minister. I 
returned to Halls Creek at the end of August this year and I noticed a difference. It was very clean at Dinner 
Camp—a lot cleaner than before. The community and its workers seemed to come together, as well as 
government, local government and schools. Everyone was working collaboratively. That is a good thing.  
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There are a number of other important places for children in Halls Creek. There are 18 children in the hostel for 
children. We pushed for this when we were in opposition. To give some credit to Labor—I have been giving the 
opposition a real bang with child protection because between 2003 and 2007 it absolutely mismanaged the 
Department for Child Protection—this was one case in which it was very good.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: The member has to be kidding!  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: No, I am not kidding. More than 400 children died between 2003 and 2007. The 
previous government had 13 reports on that department while McHale was minister. As I said, this was one good 
thing that the Labor Party did in Halls Creek. There are 18 children in residence.  

There is petrol sniffing in Halls Creek. It has been going on for a while. Ten children sat down and discussed the 
concerns they had with the workers.  

I now refer to services for young people in Halls Creek. Department for Child Protection funding goes towards 
staffing and on-costs for Halls Creek activities. The activities are recreational and diversionary, such as holding a 
night basketball event to discuss the issues around children on the streets at night. The funding is conditional 
upon the youth service working with the school. A regular interagency meeting includes a number of related 
agencies, including the school. The Shire of Halls Creek has been working with the school to employ a youth 
worker. The shire is developing a service hub model with the aim of providing services to Halls Creek and 
surrounding communities. It has recently been successful in securing funding from the Department of the 
Attorney General to support that model.  

The Department of Corrective Services contributes $55 000 towards the Halls Creek youth worker. The 
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations contributes funds to the school holiday 
programs. The shire contributes more than $100 000 to the youth service provided in Halls Creek. The shire is 
developing a tender for the design and construction of a youth facility in Halls Creek. A town plan has been 
developed. Consultation took place with all sectors of the community, including youth. Currently two staff are 
employed at Halls Creek Youth Services. The DCP team leader attends interagency meetings with local service 
providers and government agencies. There is quite a lot happening in Halls Creek with across-government 
coordination. I note that the report that Lieutenant General Sanderson provided to Hon Kim Hames within the 
last two weeks said, under recommendation 7 — 

The Board recommends that the State Government undertake immediate consultation to identify 
appropriate regional mechanisms comprising Indigenous and non-Indigenous representation, industry 
and three tiers of government to: 

a. Administer investment from Bilateral agreements and report on progress against agreed 
outcomes;  

b. Ensure engagement with Indigenous communities, organisations and people to influence the 
design, delivery and evaluation of services and intended Indigenous outcomes.  

c. Establish a set of Indigenous service delivery priorities for each of the WA regions based on 
identified requirements of the region and determined in consultation with Indigenous people. 

d. Undertake broader regional planning that includes development of a service delivery baseline 
and identification of performance improvements needed for service delivery to communities in 
each of the WA regions.  

… 

The Board has found that Royalties for Regions is welcomed with great optimism by those who live in 
rural Western Australia and with some hope by Aboriginal people who have been persuaded that it is 
also in their long term interest. 

It needs to be looked at very carefully. The regions are too big. I have pointed out how it works really well in 
Halls Creek with across-government support. If we had it across the Pilbara, I do not know whether it would 
work as well. I know that Hon Jon Ford is very interested in that area. I believe that it would be too big to 
coordinate as we have in Halls Creek.  

If we are going to do it, we have to do it properly. We cannot just name something, rebadge it and put it back 
there as before. There are Aboriginal corporations that were mismanaged on a small level. Some Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Commission money was mismanaged—farms and other properties were bought. The 
money ended up being mismanaged. We have had communities, large and small, with elders who had much 
power, and abused that power, with young women being sexually abused. When we look at doing something, let 
us not just rebadge it and put it out there. Let us do something like they have done in Halls Creek; that is, use the 
money wisely. We could maybe do it in Derby to start with, or another smaller community up north that would 
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benefit from the money. I am very much aware that we just cannot go into an Aboriginal community and do 
whatever. There are very strong women now who know what they need. There are also very good, strong 
Aboriginal men who know what they need for their community. It needs to be done properly. That is why I have 
pointed out the Halls Creek experience.  

I will get back to the motion, which concerns Aboriginal children who have died. The department has an 
Aboriginal engagement and coordination directorate that provides central leadership and advice on Aboriginal 
issues. This year, I asked the department what it had done. It has built a multiskilled team to support front-line 
services in the district; it has developed an Aboriginal services framework to assure an effective and coordinated 
approach to services for Aboriginal families and children; it reviewed the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
child placement principles — 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: What does that mean? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Would the member like to know what the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
child placement principles are? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Can you explain them to me without reading it? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I can explain it to the member if she would like me to. There are four Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander child placement principles for when an Aboriginal child is placed into care. The first 
option is to place the child with an Aboriginal family member. If that cannot be done, the second option is to 
place the child with an Aboriginal relative. If that cannot be done, the third option is to place the child with 
Aboriginal people who are not family. If that cannot be done, the fourth option is to place the child with a non-
Aboriginal family that can keep the child’s cultural links, because it is very important to do that. When we 
formed government, I asked for those principles to be reviewed because I believed that there were some 
problems with the politics of placing children into Aboriginal care and that those Aboriginal children were being 
re-abused. Some research that I had documented showed that that was occurring to a greater degree among 
Aboriginal people who were placed with their relatives than amongst Aboriginal people who were placed outside 
of the care of the child’s relatives. We may have to make a couple of minor changes to those principles, but it is 
a matter of skilling up the child protection workers so that they can be confident enough to place an Aboriginal 
child with an Aboriginal family or outside of the family. That matter is ongoing. The Ford review also picked up 
on that challenge. 

The Department for Child Protection has continued the rollout of community child protection workers and will 
continue the development of the Aboriginal employment and learning strategy. It also provides secretariat 
support to and coordination for the Aboriginal reference group within the department. The department’s 
Community Sector Child Protection Advisory Group was established in July 2008 when Hon Sue Ellery was the 
minister. That has representatives from 12 community sector agencies, which are funded by the department, as 
well as four departmental representatives. The remote community child protection workers program has been 
expanded. Workers have been established in Kalumburu, Oombulgurri, Warmun, Balgo, Dampier Peninsula, 
Bidyadanga, Wiluna, Jigalong and Warburton. The workers are co-located with police. That is working very 
well. I established a new Ministerial Advisory Council on Child Protection, which is chaired by Hon Peter Foss, 
QC. 

The Department for Child Protection has already responded to and implemented recommendations made by the 
Child Death Review Committee regarding the review of individual tragedies. The review was done in 2008 but it 
refers to children from 2003 to 2007. The implementation of those recommendations is ongoing. The department 
is acutely aware of the constraints faced by services that are located in remote and isolated communities. As part 
of a comprehensive set of integrated child protection reforms, the department has made substantial and ongoing 
progress in addressing the recommendations of this group’s analysis. I have a list of the reforms listing the 
recommendations that were made, which I will provide to members. They include the implementation by the 
department of the child-focused Signs of Safety child protection practice framework. That is a holistic look at 
child protection involving the whole family. It is very much about the child within that family and not the child 
sitting in the family. 

There is a multi-agency partnership approach to the delivery of income management as a family support and 
child protection tool. I have spoken about income management. It is the one tool that I believe is totally effective 
in stopping neglect. Social workers from the north west have written to me and told me how good it is. 
Centrelink has put Aboriginal clients on it. They are managed by the department and are buying fresh fruit and 
vegetables, which is something that they had not done previously. That management tool is being implemented 
by Centrelink and the department. That is a federal government program. I have written to Jenny Macklin and 
asked her if it can be implemented across Western Australia. I do not believe that will happen but I will 
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announce some positive outcomes that have arisen from that in the coming weeks. It is not all negative on that 
front. 

The department has developed interagency partnerships in the delivery of safety for victims of family and 
domestic violence. Domestic violence sat with the Department for Communities until some months ago when I 
transferred it back to the Department for Child Protection. It sits better in that department because child 
protection workers are now located in police stations. Whenever the police get a callout to a domestic violence 
situation, a social worker attends with the police. I launched that initiative at Midland, and it works very 
effectively. The Midland Police Station has a child-friendly room to which the child and the mother can go when 
they are taken to the police station. Quite often in a domestic violence situation the police can calm down the 
male and the social worker can go straight to the children. That makes a difference because the children have 
someone on the ground to comfort them when they have been traumatised. 

The department has implemented and is consolidating its child-focused Signs of Safety program, which I have 
mentioned. The approach is child-centred. I like it because it provides a very clear and comprehensive approach 
to assessing risk, including neglect, and it explores harm and danger while at the same time it looks at the family 
and community strengths that surround the child. Those strengths are noticed and the safety factors around those 
strengths are put in place. The program supports practice that is inclusive of all people significant to the safety 
and wellbeing of the young child. It utilises specific practice tools and processes designed to create a shared 
focus amongst all stakeholders, both professionals and family, to develop the actions to address situations of 
neglect, child abuse and maltreatment. Everyone in the family has a say, so it is more or less a roundtable 
conference of the family and the child. Everyone in the family is conscious of what is happening to that child, 
whether it is sexual abuse or maltreatment, and supports are put in place around the child and that child knows 
what is happening as well. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 7506.] 
 


